
 

 

We acknowledge the Awabakal & Darkinjung people - the traditional custodians of this place 

SUNDAY, 26 JULY 2026                                        SEVENTEENTH  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  YEAR A 

Dear Parish Family,  
 

“Again the Kingdom of Heaven may be like…..” 
 

Over the past three weeks, we have listened to a series of parables that reveal Jesus’ 
teaching about the Kingdom of God. We heard the parable of the Sower, calling us to 
have open and generous hearts so that we may receive God's word and allow it to 
shape the way we care for one another. We then reflected on the parable of the weeds 
among the wheat, reminding us that we live in a world marked by uncertainty, 
struggle and imperfection, yet we are still called to make a difference through the 
way we live. Today we come to the final two parables: the hidden treasure and the 
pearl of great price. These simple yet powerful stories teach us about the Kingdom of 
God, about who God is, and about who we are called to become. They present us with 
images of searching, discovering, sacrificing and ultimately finding what is of 
greatest value. 
 

Here’s a question - If God were to say to you, "Ask for anything, and I will give it to 
you," what would you ask for? A happy family? Good health? Financial security? 
Happiness? Success? In our first reading, King Solomon was given exactly that 
opportunity. Feeling young and inadequate for the enormous responsibility of 
leading God's people, he did not ask for wealth, power or a long life; instead, he 
asked for wisdom. Solomon desired a heart attuned to God, one that could discern 
what was right and make decisions for the good of others. Wisdom helps us 
recognise what truly matters. It also helps us to distinguish what will come and what 
will go…between what simply attracts us and what genuinely fulfils us. That wisdom 
leads us directly into today's Gospel. 
 

The first image is that of the hidden treasure. In Jesus' time, it was not unusual for 
people to bury their valuables to protect them from heavy Roman taxes, war or theft 
– “rather like hiding money under the mattress”. If the owner died, the treasure 
might remain hidden for years until someone discovered it unexpectedly. The 
treasure represents the Kingdom of God. It is not something we earn; it is pure gift. 
God freely offers it to us. Yet we need the wisdom to recognise the gift when it is 
placed before us and the courage to respond wholeheartedly. 
 

The second image is the pearl. In the ancient world, pearls were often considered 
even more valuable than gold. Before snorkels etc, pearl divers risked their lives 
descending into deep waters in search of them. When the merchant finds the one 
pearl, they gladly sell everything else to possess it. There is another way of seeing this 
parable. God is like the merchant searching for the precious pearl. That pearl is each 
one of us. God searches tirelessly for us because we are infinitely precious in his eyes. 
Even when we might feel lost, forgotten or unworthy, God never gives up seeking us. 
His love is determined, faithful and unconditional. If that is how God values us, then 
we are called to value one another in the same way.  
 

So, the question to reflect upon this week is this: What do I treasure most in my life? 
May we have the wisdom of Solomon to recognise the treasure God places before us, 
the courage of the merchant to give ourselves wholeheartedly to what truly matters, 
and hearts that reflect God's own love by sharing that treasure generously with 
others. 
 

Last Monday evening, several parishioners from the Lakeside Region, Sugarloaf 
Parish and from across the Diocese, gathered to consider the next step in the 
implementation of the ‘Final Document’ for a Synodal Church, entrusted to the 
Church by Pope Francis, and spurred on by Pope Leo. Being a synodal church, 
means journeying, listening and discerning together. It emphasises a participatory 
Church where all the baptised laity, religious and clergy, collaboratively seek the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit to carry out the Church’s mission. This process is being 
implemented throughout the universal church over the next three years and will help 
lead and guide us as a diocese to our own Diocesan Synod in the next few years.  
 

Stay well and warm 

F  Darry  Macki  
Parish Priest 
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BAPTISMS & SACRAMENTS 
 

Booking via Parish Website 
Baptisms celebrated most Sundays.  

UPCOMING MASS TIMES: 

Sat 25 July 
Mass 
Mass 

 
5:00pm 
5:30pm 

 
Cooranbong 
Booragul 

Sun 26 July 
Mass 
Mass 
Mass 
Mass 

 
8:30am 
9:00am 
10:00am 
6:00pm 

 
Toront0 
Warners Bay 
Morisset 
Warners Bay 

Tue  28 July 
Mass 

 
9:30am 

 
Morisset 

Wed 29 Jul 
Mass 

 
9:00am 

 
Booragul 

Thu 30 Jul 
Mass 

 
9:30am 

 
Warners Bay 

Fri  31 Jul 
Mass 

 
9:30am 

 
Toronto 

http://www.boolaroocatholicchurch.com
https://torontoparish.org/
https://www.vianneymorisset.org/


 

 

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
Year A 

Sunday 26 Jul 2026 
 

First Reading (1 Kings 3:5.7-12) 
 

A reading from the first book of the Kings 
 

The Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream and said, 
‘Ask what you would like me to give you.’ Solomon 
replied, ‘Lord, my God, you have made your servant 
king in succession to David my father. But I am a very 
young man, unskilled in leadership. Your servant finds 
himself in the midst of this people of yours that you 
have chosen, a people so many its numbers cannot be 
counted or reckoned. Give your servant a heart to 
understand how to discern between good and evil, for 
who could govern this people of yours that is so great?’ 
It pleased the Lord that Solomon should have asked for 
this. ‘Since you have asked for this’ the Lord said ‘and 
not asked for long life for yourself or riches or the lives 
of your enemies, but have asked for a discerning 
judgement for yourself, here and now I do what you ask. 
I give you a heart wise and shrewd as none before you 
has had and none will have after you.’ 
 

Responsorial Psalm  
(Ps 118:57. 72. 76-77. 127-130. R. v.97) 
 

(R.) Lord, I love your commands. 
 

1. My part, I have resolved, O Lord, 
is to obey your word. 
The law from your mouth means more to me 
than silver and gold. (R.) 

 

2. Let your love be ready to console me  
by your promise to your servant. 
Let your love come to me and I shall live 
for your law is my delight. (R.) 

 

3. That is why I love your commands  
more than finest gold. 
That is why I rule my life by your precepts: 
I hate false ways. (R.) 

 

4. Your will is wonderful indeed;  
therefore I obey it. 
The unfolding of your word gives light 
and teaches the simple. (R.) 

 
 
 
 

Second Reading (Romans 8:28-30) 
 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 
 

We know that by turning everything to their good God 
co-operates with all those who love him, with all those 
that he has called according to his purpose. They are the 
ones he chose specially long ago and intended to 
become true images of his Son, so that his Son might be 
the eldest of many brothers. He called those he 
intended for this; those he called he justified, and with 
those he justified he shared his glory. 
 

Gospel Acclamation (See Matthew 11:25) 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth; 
you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the 
kingdom. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel (Matthew 13:44-52) 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
Jesus said to the crowds, ‘The kingdom of heaven is like 
treasure hidden in a field which someone has found; he 
hides it again, goes off happy, sells everything he owns 
and buys the field. 
 

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant 
looking for fine pearls; when he finds one of great value 
he goes and sells everything he owns and buys it. 
 

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet cast into 
the sea that brings in a haul of all kinds. When it is full, 
the fishermen haul it ashore; then, sitting down, they 
collect the good ones in a basket and throw away those 
that are no use. This is how it will be at the end of time: 
the angels will appear and separate the wicked from the 
just to throw them into the blazing furnace where there 
will be weeping and grinding of teeth. 
 

‘Have you understood all this?’ They said, ‘Yes.’ And he 
said to them, ‘Well, then, every scribe who becomes a 
disciple of the kingdom of heaven is like a householder 
who brings out from his storeroom things both new and 
old.’ 
 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the 
publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the 
Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International 
Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.  



 

 

 

 

Nourishment Day 2026: 
Refreshing the Hearts of Parish 

Musicians 
 

Saturday 8 August, 10am-3pm, Sacred Heart Cathedral 
 

Choir members, cantors, instrumentalists, coordinators, this 
one's for you. Step away from the weekly routine, renew 
your spirit, and connect with fellow musicians from across 
the Diocese as we explore music's vital role in the Church's 
prayer and mission. "Sing to the Lord a new 
song." Psalm 96   
 

RSVP at:Nourishment Day - Refreshing the 
Hearts of Parish Musicians - Catholic Diocese 
of Maitland-Newcastle  

August Events in the  

Diocesan Resource Centre 
Formation Films, Saturday 1 August from 
11am.Screening the movie, The Public: A David vs Goliath 
situation in a United States public library that asks us to 
examine our ethics and morals in the space of social justice 
issues.  

Register here: Formation Films: "THE PUBLIC" - Catholic 
Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle 

Book & Craft Group, Saturday 15 August from 
11am.Join in for a relaxed morning of good books, good 
company and good conversation! 

Learn more: Book & Craft Group - Catholic Diocese of 
Maitland-Newcastle 

Called to Know More 

Wednesday 26 August, 12pm – 1pm, 
Diocesan Resource Centre 

Join us for Morality 101: The Joy of 
Chrisitan Living in a Morally Crazy World 
with Fr Anthony Coloma, exploring moral 
choices through “encounter” with Jesus via 

Scripture, Eucharist, and prayer. Discover how hardship 
shapes faith, and God’s welcoming love for those who have 
drifted. Come listen, share, and enjoy hospitality afterward! 
All welcome. Learn More: Morality 101: The Joy of Christian 
Living in a Morally Crazy World. - Catholic Diocese of 
Maitland-Newcastle 

Parish Hub Notice 

Over the next two weeks, due to reduced staffing (annual 
leave) in the Parish Hub, responses to phone calls, enquiries, 
and emails may take longer than usual. We appreciate your 
patience and understanding during this time. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmn.catholic.org.au%2Fevent%2Fnourishment-day-refreshing-the-hearts-of-parish-musicians%2F&data=05%7C02%7CAmanda.Zaicos%40mn.catholic.org.au%7Cc395f86bc6f346bbdb4008ded67515c2%7Ce75462c772464f49
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmn.catholic.org.au%2Fevent%2Fnourishment-day-refreshing-the-hearts-of-parish-musicians%2F&data=05%7C02%7CAmanda.Zaicos%40mn.catholic.org.au%7Cc395f86bc6f346bbdb4008ded67515c2%7Ce75462c772464f49
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmn.catholic.org.au%2Fevent%2Fnourishment-day-refreshing-the-hearts-of-parish-musicians%2F&data=05%7C02%7CAmanda.Zaicos%40mn.catholic.org.au%7Cc395f86bc6f346bbdb4008ded67515c2%7Ce75462c772464f49
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmn.catholic.org.au%2Fevent%2Fformation-films%2F&data=05%7C02%7CAmanda.Zaicos%40mn.catholic.org.au%7Ca81cb8bc9a054387137708dee1f36707%7Ce75462c772464f49b60e47a498eea9d6%7C0%7C0%7C639196632730578
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmn.catholic.org.au%2Fevent%2Fformation-films%2F&data=05%7C02%7CAmanda.Zaicos%40mn.catholic.org.au%7Ca81cb8bc9a054387137708dee1f36707%7Ce75462c772464f49b60e47a498eea9d6%7C0%7C0%7C639196632730578
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmn.catholic.org.au%2Fevent%2Fbook-craft-group%2F&data=05%7C02%7CAmanda.Zaicos%40mn.catholic.org.au%7Ca81cb8bc9a054387137708dee1f36707%7Ce75462c772464f49b60e47a498eea9d6%7C0%7C0%7C63919663273058
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmn.catholic.org.au%2Fevent%2Fbook-craft-group%2F&data=05%7C02%7CAmanda.Zaicos%40mn.catholic.org.au%7Ca81cb8bc9a054387137708dee1f36707%7Ce75462c772464f49b60e47a498eea9d6%7C0%7C0%7C63919663273058
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmn.catholic.org.au%2Fevent%2Fmorality-101-the-joy-of-christian-living-in-a-morally-crazy-world%2F&data=05%7C02%7CAmanda.Zaicos%40mn.catholic.org.au%7Ca81cb8bc9a054387137708dee1f36707%7Ce75462c7
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmn.catholic.org.au%2Fevent%2Fmorality-101-the-joy-of-christian-living-in-a-morally-crazy-world%2F&data=05%7C02%7CAmanda.Zaicos%40mn.catholic.org.au%7Ca81cb8bc9a054387137708dee1f36707%7Ce75462c7
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmn.catholic.org.au%2Fevent%2Fmorality-101-the-joy-of-christian-living-in-a-morally-crazy-world%2F&data=05%7C02%7CAmanda.Zaicos%40mn.catholic.org.au%7Ca81cb8bc9a054387137708dee1f36707%7Ce75462c7


 

 

 CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 
 

St Mary’s Primary School K-6 
2 Bayview Street, Warners Bay 

Ph: 02 4948 8770 
E:admin@warnersbay.catholic.edu.au 
W:www.warnersbay.catholic.edu.au/ 

Principal: Liz Starling 
 

St Joseph’s Primary School K-6 
140 Wangi Road, Kilaben Bay 

P: 02 4959 1355 
E:admin@kilabenbay.catholic.edu.au 
W: www.kilabenbay.catholic.edu.au 

Principal: Nikki Norley 
 

St John Vianney Primary School K-6 
60-66 Yambo Street, Morisset 

P: 02 4973 4073 
E:admin@morisset.catholic.edu.au 
W: www.morisset.catholic.edu.au 

Principal: Mark Konik 
 

St Paul’s Catholic College 7-12 
70 Primrose Street, Booragul 

P: 02 4958 6711 
E:admin@booragul.catholic.edu.au 
W: www.booragul.catholic.edu.au 

Principal: Nick Wickham  
 

PARISH GROUPS 
 

Finance Committee 
Thursday 20th August—6.00pm 

St Michael’s Booragul 
 

Pastoral Council Meeting 
Monday 03 August 2026 - 6.30pm 

St Michael’s Booragul 
 

Promotion of Safeguarding 
Please contact the office 

 

 
 
 

 

Unless	otherwise	stated,	the	advertisements	placed	in	the	Lakeside	Bulletin	are	placed	by	independent	third	parties	who	have	no	legal	relationship	with	

the	Diocese.	The	activities	or	services	of	the	advertisers	are	not	supervised	or	controlled	in	any	way	by	the	Diocese.	The	Diocese	is	not	in	a	position	to	

endorse	 the	 advertisers	 or	 the	 services	 provided	 and	 makes	 no	 representation	 about	 those	 matters.	 Accordingly,	 the	 Diocese	 cannot	 accept	 any	

responsibility	for	the	advertisers	or	the	activities	or	services	that	are	the	subject	of	these	advertisements. 

Mass Collection  
 

First Collection supports our 
priests: 
BSB: 066 739 
Account Number: 100003439 
Account Name: CBA 
Reference: Your Surname. 
 

Second Collection supports our 
parish: 
BSB:066 739 
Account Number: 100003443 
Account Name: CBA 
Reference: Your Surname. 
 

Donations to support our parish can also be 
made via the EFTPOS machine at the back of 
the church 

W       
   : 

 

Sick List: Adriana Lenardon, Mary Aganovic, Alec Aganovic, Taylor 
Aganovic, Christopher Murray, Penny Jordan, Katherine McCarthy, Helen 
Martin, James Bennett, Silvi Bennett, Dakai Smith, Scott Massey, Peter 
Corcoran, Maya Kelly, Paul Whitelaw, Simon Morrice, Victor Andres 
Guerrero Luhing, Margaret Sheridan, Judy Blissett, Judy Fisher, Jenny Moles, 
Sarah Hill, Judith Kilburn, Kath Brooks, Brett Sulman, Richard Tooker, Roz 
Wood, Amanda Sevil, Ella Hammond, Theresa Shahinian, Dianna Close, 
and Monica LoCascio. 
 

Recently Deceased: Sr Julie Rees RSM 

Anniversaries: Cecilio Songco 

If you would like a loved one remembered in the Anniversaries, please 
let the Parish Office know by Thursday morning. 

DEAR LIVING PRAYER FAMILY 

Please find below our prayer intentions for the upcoming month.  

Often we seek only comfort from the spirit of God, but we must also accept 
disturbance and disruption as part of the unfolding of God’s will in our lives.  
We pray that: 

We may never lose faith. Jesus is with us in all our struggles, journeying 
through them with us and ready to act at the right time to bring us peace 
and comfort. 

We remember Jesus’ invitation…’Come to me all who labour and are 
burdened, and I will give you rest.’ 

We may grow in the healing love of Christ so that we too become 
convincing signs of his presence in the world. 

We may be graced with strength and wisdom to accept the truth even when 
it is painful. May we be graced with perseverance in our mission in the face 
of hostility. 

This is what the Lord asks of you: Act justly, love tenderly and walk humbly 
with your God. 

Don’t forget the Living Prayer box at the back of the church - place your 
intentions in the box and they will be taken up and placed at the altar during 
the Prayers of the Faithful.  

Fathers Day Raffle 
We are currently organising prizes for an upcoming Fathers Day Raffle to be 
drawn on Sunday 6th September. 
If you have any item(s) you would like to donate as a prize, please see Mary 
Ryan or Marielle Santer. 
Any such donation will be needed by Sunday 26th July, 
Tickets will go on sale shortly.   Thanks in anticipation for your support. 


