Lakeside Pastoral Region Bulletin

The Catholic Parishes of Boolaroo, Booragul, Toronto and Morisset
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PARISH TEAM Dear Parish Family,
Emergencies Did not our hearts burn within us.......

PH: 0493 969 362

Parish Priest
Fr Darryl Mackie PP, EV
darryl.mackie@mn.catholic.org.au
PH: 0409 611 949
Assistant Priests
Fr Paul Kamau CSSp
Fr Peter Njau CSSp
Fr John Purnell

PARISH ADMINISTRATION

7 Milson Street, Charlestown
60 Yambo Street, Morisset

Phone: 4943 4153

Maryanne Barry
Lisa Christoff
Rosanna Suckling

Email:
lakesideregion@mn.catholic.org.au

Office Hours:
Parish Hub Office:
Mon - Fri 9:00am - 3:00pm
Morisset Office:

Mon - Fri 9:00am - 2:00pm
Website:
www.boolaroocatholicchurch.com
torontoparish.org
www.vianneymorisset.org

BAPTISMS & SACRAMENTS
Booking via Parish Website
Baptisms celebrated most Sundays.

UPCOMING MASS TIMES:
Sat 18 April
Mass 5:30pm Boolaroo
Mass 5:00pm Cooranbong
Sun 19 April
Mass 9:00am Warners Bay
Mass 9:00am Toronto
Mass 9:30am  Morisset
Mass 6:00pm Warners Bay
Tue 21 April
Mass 9:00am Booragul
Mass 9:30am  Morisset
Wed 22 April
Mass 9:00am Boolaroo
Thu 23 April
Mass 9:30am Warners Bay
Fri 24 April 9:30am Toronto
Mass

The Emmaus story is one of my favourite passages of Scripture. In fact, it was the
Gospel chosen for my ordination as a priest. I chose it because it spoke so deeply of
my own journey - from being a country boy, to becoming involved in the Youth
Conference of St Vincent de Paul (opening my eyes), then into a career in banking,
and finally to the call to ministry. Let’s take a closer look at this passage.

I often hear people say, “I just wish I could get away from it all... take some time and
space.” We know that feeling. The pressures of work, routine, and personal struggles
can build up, and if we had the freedom, we might just pack our bags and leave -
escape for a while. That’s exactly what these two disciples were doing as they walked
along the road to Emmaus. They were getting away from it all. We’re not even told
that they were both men - it could just as easily have been a man (Cleopas) and a
woman. What matters is that they were human, and they were hurting.

They, along with many others, believed they had found the Messiah. They had
walked with Jesus, listened intently to his words, and witnessed the extraordinary
impact he had on people—the blind, the crippled, the sinner, the forgotten. They
shared meals with him, gatherings where no one was excluded. Being with him
somehow made you feel truly alive. And then... it all fell apart.

He was arrested, subjected to a false trial, handed over to the authorities. The
governor tried to release him, but the crowd chose crucifixion. He was left to suffer
and die, and his body was placed in a borrowed tomb of a rich friend. Then came
rumours - whispers from some of the women that the tomb was empty. But in their
grief, this must have seemed too much to believe. So, they left. Emmaus became
their escape - not because it offered anything special, but because it was away from
Jerusalem, away from shattered hopes and painful memories. It was distance they
were seeking, if not healing.

It is precisely there - in disappointment and disillusionment - that Jesus comes to
them. He joins them as a stranger. He shows interest in their lives, asking what they
are discussing. And they speak. They pour out their hearts.

Why do they not recognise him? Perhaps because grief has clouded their vision.

Then Jesus begins to speak. For them, the cross had been the end - the collapse of
everything they had hoped for. But he reveals how the Scriptures had always pointed
toward this moment. The cross was not a failure, but the very means through which
new life would come. What seemed like an ending was, in fact, a beginning. He helps
them make sense of their story by revealing the meaning of his own. Yet it is not
until the breaking of the bread - an act of simple hospitality - that their eyes are
opened. In that moment, they recognise him: risen, present, alive among them.

You can see why this is one of my favourite Gospel stories.

The Emmaus story gives us a model for our own lives. Equipped with God’s Word
(Scriptures), we are called to walk alongside those who are disillusioned, lost, and
hurting - fellow travellers on the journey. And in our hospitality, especially in the
Eucharist, we offer the presence of the risen Lord.

So the question remains: how well do we recognise Jesus in others—especially in the
strangers we meet?

This Sunday and next, we return to the review of Mass times. I invite you to read my
further notes on the Lakeside Region page. With changes in our neighbouring parish
of Mt Sugarloaf, we will be asked to offer assistance through to the end of the year.

Have a good week everyone....Happy Easter!

Fr Qv Mackie

Parish Priest



http://www.boolaroocatholicchurch.com
https://torontoparish.org/
https://www.vianneymorisset.org/

Third Sunday of Easter Year A
Sunday 19 Apr 2026

First Reading (Acts of the Apostles 2:14, 22-33)
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

On the day of Pentecost, Peter stood up with the Eleven
and addressed the crowd in a loud voice: ‘Men of Israel,
listen to what I am going to say: Jesus the Nazarene was a
man commended to you by God by the miracles and
portents and signs that God worked through him when he
was among you, as you all know. This man, who was put
into your power by the deliberate intention and
foreknowledge of God, you took and had crucified by men
outside the Law. You killed him, but God raised him to life,
freeing him from the pangs of Hades; for it was impossible
for him to be held in its power since, as David says of him:

I saw the Lord before me always, for with him at my
right hand nothing can shake me. So my heart was glad
and my tongue cried out with joy: my body, too, will
rest in the hope that you will not abandon my soul to
Hades nor allow your holy one to experience
corruption. You have made known the way of life to
me, you will fill me with gladness through your
presence.

‘Brothers, no one can deny that the patriarch David
himself is dead and buried: his tomb is still with us. But
since he was a prophet, and knew that God had sworn him
an oath to make one of his descendants succeed him on
the throne, what he foresaw and spoke about was the
resurrection of the Christ: he is the one who was not
abandoned to Hades, and whose body did not experience
corruption. God raised this man Jesus to life, and all of us
are witnesses to that. Now raised to the heights by God’s
right hand, he has received from the Father the Holy
Spirit, who was promised, and what you see and hear is
the outpouring of that Spirit.’

Responsorial Psalm (Ps 15:1-2. 5. 7-11. R. v.11)
(R.) Lord, you will show us the path of life.

1. Preserve me, God, I take refuge in you. say to the Lord:
‘You are my God. O Lord, it is you who are my portion and
cup; it is you yourself who are my prize.” (R.)

2.1 will bless the Lord who gives me counsel, who even at
night directs my heart. I keep the Lord ever in my sight:
since he is at my right hand, I shall stand firm. (R.)

3. And so my heart rejoices, my soul is glad; even my
body shall rest in safety. For you will not leave my soul
among the dead, nor let your beloved know decay. (R.)

4. You will show me the path of life, the fullness of joy in
your presence, at your right hand happiness for ever. (R.)

Second Reading (1 Peter 1:17-21)
A reading from the first letter of St Peter

If you are acknowledging as your Father one who has no
favourites and judges everyone according to what he has
done, you must be scrupulously careful as long as you are
living away from your home. Remember, the ransom that
was paid to free you from the useless way of life your
ancestors handed down was not paid in anything
corruptible, neither in silver nor gold, but in the precious
blood of a lamb without spot or stain, namely Christ; who,
though known since before the world was made, has been

revealed only in our time, the end of the ages, for your
sake. Through him you now have faith in God, who raised
him from the dead and gave him glory for that very reason
— so that you would have faith and hope in God.

Gospel Acclamation (See Luke 24:32)

Alleluia, alleluia!

Lord Jesus, make your word plain to us:

make our hearts burn with love when you speak.
Alleluia!

Gospel (Luke 24:13-35)
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke

Two of the disciples of Jesus were on their way to a village
called Emmaus, seven miles from Jerusalem, and they
were talking together about all that had happened. Now as
they talked this over, Jesus himself came up and walked by
their side; but something prevented them from
recognising him. He said to them, ‘What matters are you
discussing as you walk along?’ They stopped short, their
faces downcast.

Then one of them, called Cleopas, answered him, ‘You
must be the only person staying in Jerusalem who does
not know the things that have been happening there these
last few days.” ‘What things?’ he asked. ‘All about Jesus of
Nazareth’ they answered ‘who proved he was a great
prophet by the things he said and did in the sight of God
and of the whole people; and how our chief priests and our
leaders handed him over to be sentenced to death, and had
him crucified. Our own hope had been that he would be
the one to set Israel free. And this is not all: two whole
days have gone by since it all happened; and some women
from our group have astounded us: they went to the tomb
in the early morning, and when they did not find the body,
they came back to tell us they had seen a vision of angels
who declared he was alive. Some of our friends went to the
tomb and found everything exactly as the women had
reported, but of him they saw nothing.’

Then he said to them, ‘You foolish men! So slow to believe
the full message of the prophets! Was it not ordained that
the Christ should suffer and so enter into his glory?’ Then,
starting with Moses and going through all the prophets, he
explained to them the passages throughout the scriptures
that were about himself.

When they drew near to the village to which they were
going, he made as if to go on; but they pressed him to stay
with them. ‘It is nearly evening’ they said ‘and the day is
almost over.” So he went in to stay with them. Now while
he was with them at table, he took the bread and said the
blessing; then he broke it and handed it to them. And their
eyes were opened and they recognised him; but he had
vanished from their sight. Then they said to each other,
‘Did not our hearts burn within us as he talked to us on the
road and explained the scriptures to us?’

They set out that instant and returned to Jerusalem. There
they found the Eleven assembled together with their
companions, who said to them, ‘Yes, it is true. The Lord
has risen and has appeared to Simon.’ Then they told their
story of what had happened on the road and how they had
recognised him at the breaking of bread.

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the
publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the
Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International

Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.




The Institute of Sisters of Mercy
of Australia and Papua New Guinea
and the Catholic Diocese of
Maitland-Newcastle invite you to a

Handover Ritual
of the
Singleton Mercy Convent

10am Wednesday, 22 April

Singleton Convent
30 Queen Street, Singleton

Join us for this joyous occasion as we
celebrate the gifting of a
legacy of mercy and hospitality.
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National Count of Attendance

YOU ARE COUNTED ON

New Testament
Tuesday 21°° April 2026

- "

Now that Lent is over would you like to continue with learning
more about the New Testament?

Gerard Mowbray who is a well experienced teacher and
lecturer in scripture, as well as a parishioner of the Lakeside
Pastoral Region” community is offering the following:

“An Introduction to the New Testament”
With particular focus on the development and understanding

of the New Testament and Jesus in the four gospels.

Tuesday 21st April 2026

Morning Session: 10.00 to 11.30am Evening Session 6.00 to 7.30pm

St Michael’s Parish Hall, Ranclaud Street Booragul

For printing purposes etc please register with the QR code
or at https://forms.office.com/r/pPkIN6JCzj

LAKESIDE PASTORAL REGION

lakesideregion@mn.catholic.org.au
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xtraordinary 33 years of
to the Ca

In celebration of Li
faithful sery
Maitland-Ne ishops and

f , the life of our Diog mity with dedication,
1 €
Z é Friday 1 30am Mass
7 o

orning Tea

1in the
)]
R

RSVP by 24 April at:

bz (5’ 2 ,@i@Q%@“ @E’G}xg
Anointing Mass

Thursday 21st May 2026 at 11am
St Joseph’s Church
140 Wangi Rd Toronto

An anointing with the “Oil of the Sick”
for those who are sick, frail, elderly or
in need of healing.

Sacrament
Intformation
Lvening

We are inviting families to an information evening to
begin the next part of the sacramental journey

Tuesday 28th April 2026 - 6:00pm
St Mary’s Church Warners Bay
Wednesday 29th April 2026 - 6:00pm
St John Vianney Church Morisset
Thursday 30th April 2026 - 6:00pm
St Joseph’s Church Toronto

Come to Me, all who are
and burdened, and I will
Mt 11:28

weary
%I\C you rest. —

Come and join us for prayer,

reflection, and adoration.

When: 1 hurx‘d;i}'x‘, 6:30pm
Where: St Michael the Archangel, Booragul




Dear Parish family,

The bishop announced last weekend that the Vocationalist Fathers (three priests) who have been
administering the Parishes of Sugarloaf and Wallsend-Shortland will conclude their ministry in our
Diocese this coming weekend (18th/19th April).

Fr Matthew Muller (Sugarloaf Parish) and Fr Paul Chackanikunnel (Wallsend-Shortland) have been
appointed as Administrators in the interim. Bishop Michael has also requested Lakeside Pastoral
Region to assist in the pastoral care of Sugarloaf, with Masses and sick calls etc.

In light of this, we need to continue our discernment regarding weekend Mass times.

After reviewing the previous survey results and considering the pastoral needs of our communities —
such as congregation size, sacramental activity, number of baptisms etc ...the following Masses I
propose should remain the same:

Saturday Vigil 5pm Cooranbong
Saturday Vigil 5.30pm Boolaroo / Booragul (from May 23rd)
Sunday 9.00am Warners Bay

6.00pm Warners Bay

I now invite your feedback on the following options:

Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 Option 4
Toronto 9:00am Toronto 8:00am Toronto 8:30am Morisset 8:00am
Morisset 10.30am Morisset 9:30am Morisset 10:00am Toronto 9:30am

As you consider these options, please keep in mind what best supports:

The safety and wellbeing of the priests (particularly travel between locations), and The pastoral need of
our wider regional community.

In consultation with the bishop, and given the current number of priests available, Sunday Celebrations
in Anticipation of the Eucharist (in the absence of a priest) are not being considered at this time.

While we may not arrive at a perfect solution, I am hopeful that together we can discern an
arrangement that serves our community well.

This weekend, I will be celebrating Mass at Morisset and the following Sunday at Toronto, I welcome
the opportunity to discuss this with you in person. I then hope to take this feedback to the next Pastoral
Council meeting.

In the meantime, please feel free to share your feedback via this form.

Thanks for your prayerful consideration.

Fr Darryl



When submitting your response, I ask that you kindly include your Name, your Mass Centre, and
your usual Mass time. Please tick only one (1) option for Sunday Masses at Morisset and Toronto.
In fairness to all, we ask that each person submit only one (1) vote.

Name:

Mass Centre

You attend:

Current Mass Time
You attend:

Please tick one (1) box to choose your preferred option of Sunday Masses at Morisset and Toronto.

Option 1
Toronto 9:00am

Morisset 10:30am

Option 2
Toronto 8:00am

Morisset 9:30am

Option 3
Toronto 8:30am

Morisset 10:00am

Option 4
Morisset 8:00am

Toronto 9:30am

Comments or Suggestions:

If you would prefer to submit your response online you can do so by using this link: Further
Discernment of Mass Times Online Form or by going to https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/UV4FAdh43R



https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/UV4FAdh43R
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/UV4FAdh43R
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/UV4FAdh43R

WE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING
MEMBERS OF OUR COMMUNITY:

Sick List: Helen Martin, James Bennett, Silvi Bennett, Dakai Smith, Scott
Massey, Peter Corcoran, Maya Kelly, Paul Whitelaw, Simon Morrice, Victor
Andres Guerrero Luhing, Margaret Sheridan, Judy Blissett, Judy Fisher, Jenny
Moles, Sarah Hill, Judith Kilburn, Kath Brooks, Brett Sulman, Richard
Tooker, Roz Wood, Amanda Sevil, Ella Hammond, Theresa Shahinian,
Dianna Close, and Monica LoCascio.

Recently Deceased: David Fleury, Tony Dynon.

Anniversaries:
If you would like a loved one remembered in the Anniversaries,
please let the Parish Office know by Thursday morning.

| DEAR LIVING PRAYER FAMILY
: An Easter Prayer

\ Jesus, on this glorious day, we thank you for your beautiful resurrection. You

' promlsed us new life, and your resurrection gives us hope in the midst of

 our pain and sadness and despair. Thank you that we are all new creations in

' Christ. You are our living hope, and through your life-giving spirit, we are
i redeemed, saved, and secure in you.

|
'Queen of Heaven, rejoice, alleluia.

! St. Joseph’s Mothers Day Raffle
| Mothers Day is fast approaching - just 3 weeks away on Sunday 10th May!

| We are organising a Mothers Day Raffle and whilst we have some items, we
i are looking and hoping for donations in the next week.

| Tickets will go on sale this Sunday and be sold for the 4 Sundays leading up
| to the 10th May. Cost of the tickets will be $5 each / 3 for $10/ 7 for $20

If you wish to donate a prize please talk to Mary Ryan after Mass on Sunday
| or give her a ring on 0411 151 334

. We look forward to your support in this parish fundraising venture

| Behold Your Mother: Explaining and Defending

: the 4 Marian Dogmas

i Nationally known speaker Simon Carrington, from Fire Up Ministries, will
' lead us in looking at:

1 Mary, Mother Of God, The Immaculate Conception Of The Blessed Virgin

 Mary, Mary's Perpetual Virginity, Mary's Bodily Assumption.

' Sessions will be on Fridays commencing with Holy Rosary at 6:30pm and

| the Talk at 7:00pm:

: 8 May , 15 May, 22 May, 29 May

| Each session is self-contained, so you can attend any number of sessions.

1 While not compulsory, a donation of $20 per talk would be appreciated to
' help cover the donation to the presenter and refreshments.

: Can you help at the Kitchen?

+ The Toronto Community Kitchen is looking for volunteers to help serve free
| meals to those in need. We serve every Thursday at the Hub, located at 97
| The Boulevarde, Toronto.

| Our team of four gathers each week to heat and serve prepared meals,
| creating a safe and welcoming environment for our guests.

| Volunteers are needed on Thursdays from 4:30 PM
7N
T.? Everybody
N

" help out once a month.

If you are interested in joining us, contact me for

i to 7:15 PM. Most of our team members choose to
more information Bev McWilliam 0437 868 888 is welcome.

-

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

St Mary’s Primary School K-6
2 Bayview Street, Warners Bay
Ph: 02 4948 8770
E:admin@warnersbay.catholic.edu.au
W:www.warnersbay.catholic.edu.au/
Principal: Liz Starling

St Joseph’s Primary School K-6
140 Wangi Road, Kilaben Bay
P: 02 4959 1355
E:admin@kilabenbay.catholic.edu.au
W: www .kilabenbay.catholic.edu.au
Principal: Nikki Norley

St John Vianney Primary School K-6
60-66 Yambo Street, Morisset
P: 02 4973 4073
E:admin@morisset.catholic.edu.au
W: www.morisset.catholic.edu.au
Principal: Mark Konik

St Paul’s Catholic College 7-12
70 Primrose Street, Booragul
P: 02 4958 6711
E:admin@booragul.catholic.edu.au
'W: www.booragul.catholic.edu.au
Principal: Nick Wickham

PARISH GROUPS

Finance Committee
Thursday 16 April 2026 - 6:00pm
St Michael’s Booragul

Pastoral Council Meeting
Monday 27th April 2026 - 6:30pm
St Michael’s Booragul

Promotion of Safeguarding
Please contact the office

Mass Collection

| First Collection supports our
| priests:

' BSB: 066 739

' Account Number: 100003439

| Account Name: CBA

| Reference: Your Surname.

| | Second Collection supports our
I parlsh

' BSB:066 739

| Account Number: 100003443

| Account Name: CBA

| Reference: Your Surname.

: Donations to support our parish can also be !
; made via the EFTPOS machine at the back of
: the church I
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Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in the Lakeside Bulletin are placed by independent third parties who have no legal relationship with
the Diocese. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The Diocese is not in a position to
endorse the advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about those matters. Accordingly, the Diocese cannot accept any
responsibility for the advertisers or the activities or services that are the subject of these advertisements.





