
 

 

   The call to ‘Encounter Jesus’ is both an invitation and a mission.  
We are an open, welcoming community that seeks to share the life and love of  Jesus with every person we encounter.  

As a community, we strive to create those spaces where anyone can freely encounter the person of  Jesus.  
We are further challenged to encounter Jesus in each other, in the world and in the life of the Church.   

The Ascension of the Lord, 21 May 2023  

“Go therefore, make disciples of all the nations …” 
Last weekend we were challenged to have ready a reason for our 
hope; this weekend in the Gospel we are told to go and make disciples. 
Jesus has commissioned each one of us with the task of evangelising 
the world for Christ. This is not just the job of the priests, nor the 
bishops and certainly not just the pope. Instead, this is the missionary 
mandate of Christ given to all the baptised. Each one of us must, at all 
times and in all different ways, carry with us the message of the 
Gospel, living it in our lives and sharing it with others, so that others 
may come to know the joy of faith in Jesus Christ. 

As disciples of Jesus, we are sent into the world to let the world know that Jesus has 
indeed died and is risen, that He has conquered sin and death, and that He has opened 
the way of salvation, so that those who place their faith and trust in Jesus Christ may 
know forgiveness of sin and life eternal in the presence of an all-loving God. We are 
people of the Resurrection and ‘Alleluia!’ is our song. 

The task at hand can often seem daunting, overwhelming and simply unattainable. 
Well, yes, it is – if we are trying to do it on our own; but we are not called to. Like the 
disciples, we are given the Holy Spirit to lead and guide us in this work. We are 
empowered and strengthened by the Holy Spirit in order to bear witness to the 
Resurrection. We simply need to learn to ‘lean in’ to the Holy Spirit, to rely on the 
power and presence of God to give us the wisdom and courage to share our faith when 
and how the Lord presents us with the opportunity. 

At other times we might be tempted to jump in boots and all, trying with all our might, 
and the best of intentions … In these moments, we also need to take a step back and 
wait upon the Holy Spirit. The disciples had to wait until they had been anointed with 
the Spirit before they set out on their missionary mandate. We too, need to wait on 
the Holy Spirit. Sometimes our enthusiasm for the task at hand can also get in the way 
of hearing what the Holy Spirit is asking of us. We need to bring our plans and 
intentions to prayer, allowing God to show us the right way and the right time, but 
always being ready to ‘jump in and trust’ when the Holy Spirit leads us forth into new 
territory, in new ways to bring the Gospel to those who need to hear the message of 
salvation. 

In these days between the Ascension of the Lord in his glory until the feast of 
Pentecost, let us pray for a new anointing of the Holy Spirit upon our Parish 
Community, so that we might be inspired, invigorated and set on fire to do God’s work 
in all the many ways that God is calling us forth into the future to do. May the Holy 
Spirit stir in each one of us, a new Pentecost, a new passion, and a new courage to be 
missionary disciples of Jesus Christ. 

God bless,    Christopher 

LIVING PRAYER: 

 That those who work tirelessly in the service of others will be renewed and strengthened.  

WE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS OF OUR COMMUNITY: 
 

Sick List:  James Bennett, Silvi Bennett, Dakai Smith, Betty Geldard, Scott Massey. 

Recently Deceased:   

Anniversaries:  Pat Poynton, Daniel Close, Jack McWilliam 
 

If you would like a loved one remembered in the Anniversaries, please let the Parish Office know by Thursday morning. 

This Week at St Joseph’s 

Sun     21st: Mass - 9.00am 

Mon  22nd: Over 55’s Social Group 

Tues 23rd: Mass     - 9am (Booragul ) 
  Adoration  - 5:30pm  

Thurs 25th: Liturgy - 8.30am          

Fri  26th: Mass - 9.00am 
  Playgroup      - 9.30am 

Sun 28th: Mass - 9.00am  
  Youth Group - 3.00pm 

We acknowledge the Awabakal  
people as traditional custodians  

of this place. 



 

 

 

This National Volunteer Week 
we say THANK YOU to all 

our volunteers for making a difference. 

The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle has an abiding commitment to promote the safety, welfare and wellbeing of children and vulnerable adults.  
If you have any concerns for a child or vulnerable adult please contact the Office of Safeguarding (ph: 4979 1390 or email: 

childprotection@mn.catholic.org.au), or visit their website for further information (www.officeofsafeguarding.org.au). 

School Enrolments for 2024 

If you’re interested in enrolling your child at a Catholic School 
for 2024 please visit:  

 www.mn.catholic.edu.au/schools/open-days/  for more info. 

MAX23 
Brisbane: 14 - 16 July 

A National Catholic Gathering of Men will be 
held at The Women’s College University of 
Queensland, Brisbane. 

What others have said about previous events: 

“The retreat gave me a wonderful opportunity to connect with 
other blokes all good men to address some needs that 
perhaps I don’t allow to surface too often. It was just good to 
share personally and to do so in the context of my Catholic 
faith.” Josh (Gladstone) 

“For me, Menalive was not therapy or theology, pious 
preaching or evangelical enthusiasm, all of which would 
probably have turned me off. It was simply the power of 
brotherhood, ordinary blokes getting together in a spirit of 
solidarity, comradeship and care. We were sharing our 
common humanity as men, sharing our common 
responsibilities, interests and values: respect, honesty, 
concern and care. Barriers broke down when we came 
together and we became more alive.” David (Warwick) 
For more info go to: 
 https://www.menalive.org.au/menalive-to-the-max/   

22nd May 

Safe Church, Safe Ministry 

Our Parish is fully committed to ensuring that we 
are a community that ensures best practice to 
safeguard all children and vulnerable adults with 
whom we engage and minister to. 

We would ask all parishioners to take Safeguarding seriously, 
and if you have any concerns about practices or procedures in 
the Parish, or suggestions about how we can improve ministry 
practices, please let Christopher or a member of the Parish 
Team know. 
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